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For more than 85 years, the United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Research and Development program has improved Veteran’s lives through innovations and discoveries that have led to advances in health care for Veterans and all Americans.  Now you have the privilege of becoming a participant in the heritage of VA research. 
The VA program has been improving veterans’ lives though innovation and discovery that that has led to advances in health care for veterans and all Americans.  The VA Research and Development program is in place for you.  As the Associate Chief of Staff for Research and Development Service at South Texas Veterans Health Care System (STVHCS), I am happy to provide assurance to you that your participation as a past, current, or prospective participant in research at STVHCS is highly valued and your protection as a research participant is of utmost importance to me.  Research is integral to the mission of VHA, as evident in the statement below by Secretary Bob McDonald.  
"VA Research & Development plays a key role in advancing the health and care of Veterans, engaging patients' and families' altruistic desires to improve health for fellow Veterans and others." —VA Blueprint for Excellence, September 2014
Robert A. McDonald
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

The STVHCS aspires to discover knowledge, develop VA researchers and health care leaders and create innovations that advance health care for our veterans and the nation.  Our medical center has a large number of active research studies.  We are proud of the excellent research that is being conducted at STVHCS and we are confident that you too will be impressed with the quality of the investigators and the commitment to scientific excellence that you will observe in our medical center.  Our researchers and their staff and the employees in the research office at STVHCS, are committed to the careful, thoughtful, and ethical conduct of research.  We commit to maintaining an environment of respect and understanding of the rights and welfare of our research participants. 
Once again, we value the great contribution that our research participants have made to the advancement of medical knowledge and the treatment of our patients.  If you would like to express your concerns, obtain information, offer input or have questions related to our research program please know that we welcome your communication.  You may contact us in the research office 671-5300 x16904.   
Jacqueline Pugh, M.D.
Associate Chief of Staff for Research
South Texas Veterans Health Care System  
